
Consistent, effective com-
munication is paramount 

to building a strong 

bridge between home 
and school. It constitutes 

the foundation for all 
forms of family involve-

ment in education.  We 
want all of our parents to 

feel welcomed and most 

of all – to feel comforta-
ble about visiting your 

child’s school.  At Park 
Forest Middle Creative 

Sciences and Arts Mag-

net, we open the doors to 
invite parents, guardians, 

grandparents, aunts, and 
uncles to have a vested 

interest in the academic 
achievement of our stu-

dents. We believe it truly 

takes a village to raise a 
child, and we want all 

stakeholders at the table 
for the betterment of the 

child.  We understand 

that the makeup of one’s 
family might be different 

from the next and that is 
fine. We want all families 

to understand that, when 

families interact and are 
engaged, it truly impacts 

the extent and quality of 
teaching and learning!! 

 
Substantial evidence ex-

ists showing that parental 

involvement benefits  
 

students, in-
cluding raising 

their academic 

achievement.  
There are other 

advantages for 
our children 

when parents 
become in-

volved – name-

ly, increased 
motivation for 

learning, im-
proved behav-

ior, more regu-

lar attendance, 
and a more 

positive atti-
tude about homework 

and school in general. 
 

Research shows that pa-

rental involvement can 
free teachers to focus 

more on the task of 
teaching children. Also, 

by having more contact 

with parents, teachers 
can learn more about a 

student’s needs and 
home environment, which 

is information they can 

apply toward better 
meeting those needs. 

Parents who are 
involved tend to have a 

more positive view of  
teachers, which results in 

improved teacher morale.  

 

Parents, if there are any 
questions or concerns or 

if you simply want to stop 
by to let us know how we 

are doing, we would 

greatly appreciate your 
feedback.  

 
Finally, please know that 

we feel truly fortunate to 

have your child at Park 
Forest Middle Magnet. As 

always, thank you for 
your continued support.  

 

Have a Safe and Happy 
Thanksgiving!    

 
Mr. Curtis Walker 

Principal  

PTO Meeting, November 6, 2019, with Global Geospa-
tial Institute, Humanities Amped, and Metamorphosis.  

Building Positive Parent-Teacher Relationships 

Students with involved parents 
are more likely to: 
 

 earn better grades. 

 score higher on tests. 

 pass their classes. 

 attend school regularly. 

 have better social skills. 

 show improved behavior. 

 be more positive in their attitude 
toward school. 

 complete homework assignments. 

 graduate and continue their 
education. 
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and inequalities to solve geometry 

problems.   

 

Sixth grade students will end the 

semester working on number sense 

concepts. Students will explore neg-

ative numbers, opposites and abso-

lute value, compare rational num-

bers, and order rational numbers on 

a number line, inclusive of real-

world context. Lastly, students will 

use the coordinate plane to exam-

ine rational numbers and solve real-

world problems.  

Seventh grade students are working 

on expressions and equations and 

will move into geometry in the com-

ing weeks. Students will begin by 

using their prior knowledge to gen-

erate equivalent expressions.  Using 

this, they will transition to collecting 

like terms and understanding and 

solving equations. Also, students 

will learn the properties of inequali-

ties and begin solving and graphing 

inequalities. Students will solve 

problems involving circumference, 

area and surface area, and volume. 

Lastly, students will use equations 

The goal for students in English 

language arts (ELA) is to read and 

understand complex, grade-level 

texts and express their understand-

ing of those texts through writing 

and speaking. Students are ready 

for college or a career if they can 

read, understand, and express their 

understanding of complex, grade-

level texts. This means students 

should be able to pick up any text, 

such as a picture book, newspaper 

article, or painting, understand 

what the text means, and be able 

to speak or write about the ideas 

they learned or challenge from the 

text and why.  

 

For classroom instruction, teachers 

and students use ELA Guidebooks 

2.0. Guidebooks 2.0 units are a co-

herent set of plans focused on real 

learning grounded in a collection of 

texts. Each text collection has a 

shared idea and contains authentic 

texts and novels commonly cele-

brated by teachers and students. 

Students engage with the texts and 

ideas repeatedly throughout a unit 

to build knowledge and tackle big 

ideas.  

 
do exciting experiments with flash-

lights, lasers, mirrors, magnifying 

lens, modeling clay and everyday 
kitchen objects!   

 
In 7th grade science, we are diving 

into the last unit of the year...the 
wonderful world of Chemistry! POP! 

FIZZ! BANG!  We are going to ex-

plore the awesome physical and 
chemical characteristics of a "live"  

 

In our 6th grade science classes, 
we will end the semester with a fun

-filled unit on the two kinds of ener-

gy and LIGHT ENERGY!  ~KACKLE 
KACKLE~   It was so much fun to 

use a PHET energy interactive lab 
to locate where potential and kinet-

ic energy are in a tumbling bum-
bling roller coaster!  In our classes, 

we will use the OPEN SCI ED kits to  

 

candle!   
 

Our 8th graders are rounding up 

this semester with Earth's Process-
es.  We are using the amazing 

PROXIMITY Learning program to 
learn about plate tectonics and sea-

floor spreading.  It's so interesting 
to know that the Earth's features 

were formed from deep within the 

inside of the Earth.  

Mathematics 

English Language Arts 

Science 

The mathematics department is off 

to a great start and will close out 

the semester with LEAP 2025 Inter-

im assessments. 

 

Eighth grade students are working 

on expressions and equations.  Stu-

dents will use what they learned in 

6th and 7th grade to solve multi-

step equations, equations that have 

one solution, no solution or infinite-

ly many solutions as well as solve 

systems of equations. 
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To be productive members of socie-

ty, students must be critical con-

sumers of the information they 

read, hear, and observe.  

 

In social studies, students are 

learning to develop and express 

informed opinions, examine and 

evaluate information from an array 

of sources, and connect information 

with their background knowledge.  

 

Additionally, to understand how 

events happen 

and why people 

act in certain 

ways, students 

make connec-

tions between 

what happened 

in the past and 

what is occurring 

in the present. To accomplish this, 

students use sources regularly to 

learn content, make claims that 

demonstrate connections among peo-

ple, events, and ideas across time 

and place, and express informed 

opinions using evidence from 

sources and outside knowledge.  

 

Simply stated, students must delve 

deeply into content so that they 

are able to develop and support 

claims about social studies con-

cepts.  

Raiders Write 
As the name suggests, Raiders Write is a 30-minute block of time (homeroom) dedicated to improving students’ writ-

ing skills.  Data has shown that, in the area of writing, our students consistently score low in all content areas, which 

ranges from “short responses” to multi-paragraph essays.  The goal of this school-wide program is to provide numer-

ous cross-curricular opportunities for students to sharpen their writing skills. 

 

As a process, Raiders Write addresses the 4 modalities of language (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) in an 

attempt to help students become more proficient writers.  Students have themed writing assignments every week in 

which they respond and react in a variety of ways to an anchor text or video using their reading, listening, and speak-

ing/discussion skills in addition to writing. Listening and speaking lead to better comprehension of what one has read, 

and better comprehension leads to better writing. 

 

In an attempt to provide “something for everyone,” writing assignments are varied.  

October’s writing tasks, for example, focused on anti-bullying activities including 

taking a survey, writing and presenting a rap/cheer/song, and creating posters.  

During November, students learned more about Veterans Day and improved their 

skills using DBQ.  They also reflected upon Thanksgiving and “giving thanks.”   Both 

October and November writing tasks included Writers Choice Boards in which stu-

dents were given various writing assignments from which they were able to choose 

the ones they preferred.  One of the choice boards encouraged narrative writing in 

which students were provided various introductions to stories and had to “finish the 

story” with their own unique and creative ending.  This writing assignment evolved 

into a Best of Raiders Write competition among all homerooms with students 

vying for monetary prizes.  Through this competition, students also practiced peer 

editing, using the 6+1 Writing Traits Checklist, and collaborative discussion/the art 

of critiquing.  Winners will be announced when we return from Thanksgiving Break. 
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as Class Leader.  Kennedi has a 
beautiful personality and always 

leaves a lasting impression on eve-

ryone she encounters.  As a result, 
her peers have selected her to rep-

resent them on the homecoming 
court all three years---naming her 

the 2019 Homecoming Queen.  
Kennedi’s career aspirations include 

becoming a neo-natal nurse or a 

pediatrician.  Either way, we know 
she’ll be successful.  Again, con-

gratulations to Kennedi Banks!!! 

It is with great pleasure that we 

introduce Ms. Sydney Phelps  as the 

2019-20 Teacher-of-the-Year.  Ms. 

Phelps is a 6th grade English teach-

er who is in her 5th year at Park 

Forest Middle CSAM. Originally from 

Saint Louis, MO, she graduated in 

2015 from Missouri State University 

with a Bachelor of Science in Eng-

lish. As a teacher, Ms. Phelps pro-

vides inclusive instruction to all stu-

dents who are willing to learn. She 

is dedicated to becoming a life-long 

educator and learner and strives to 

instill a similar desire in all of the 

students with whom she works.  

Ms. Phelps is a proven leader within 

her content and is always willing to 

help her colleagues; as such, she is 

much deserving of this aware.  

Congratulations to Ms. Sydney 

Phelps for being named Park Forest 

Middle’s 2019-2020 Teacher of the 

Year!  

August 
Lecorey Jordan 
Journee Olinde  
Alondra Tobias 
Johnathan Nguyen  
Christine Nguyen 
Samuel Paul 
 
 
 

We recently recognized the 

“Students of the Month” for 

the first quarter.  Students 

enjoyed a scrumptious 

lunch with Principal Curtis 

Walker and took advantage 

of the opportunity to inter-

act in a relaxed setting.   

Student of the Year 

Teacher of the Year 

Students of the Month 

Congratulations to Kennedi Banks 
for being named Park Forest Mid-

dle’s 2019-2020 Student of the 

Year.  Kennedi has been an excep-
tional student, maintaining a 3.5 

GPA, for the past three years and is 
currently enrolled in the STEAM 

magnet program.  In addition to 
working hard as a student academi-

cally, she is actively involved in ex-

tra-curricular activities.  She is a 
three-time captain for the volleyball 

team and member of the softball 
team.  She is also a member of the 

Junior Cadet Corps and has served 
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All Star Raiders 

Kennedi Banks 
Student of the Year 

September 
Loucharo Perez 
Keylaisha Holliday  
Cypress Foy 
Colin Pursley 
Taylor Corey 
Kevin Martinez 

October 
Shaniyah Augustus 
Savontae Bryant 
Arrion Butler 
Cayden Knighten 
Eliana Campos 
La’Coreyan Comp-
ton 

Ms. Phelps 
Teacher of the Year 
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Raider Royalty 

Homecoming 2019 

The Park Forest Middle Magnet 2019 Homecoming Court 

was presented on October 3rd during halftime of the Raid-

ers game against Woodlawn Middle School. This year’s 

homecoming king and queen are Treylon Ingram and 

Kenndi Banks. The court was comprised of two female and 

two male representatives from each grade level selected 

by their peers. Each member of our 2019 Raider Royalty 

was escorted by a family member. Congratulations to all 

of you!! 

Treylon and Kennedi accompanied by the principal, 

Mr. Walker, and their fathers.  

8th 

Grade 

 Treylon Ingram                Kennedi Banks                   Taylor Corey               Reshaw Coleman 

7th 

Grade 

6th 

Grade 

 Madisyn Hawkins                   James Rivers                    Lexi Martinez                 Ever Escobar 

    Sha’lacia Lee                    Chris Bartolome                 Autumn Dupas                    Thijs Lee 
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From classroom activities and demonstrations, to guest speakers and field trips, to club days and after-school activ-

ities, to parent meetings to school celebrations, the “Mighty Raiders’ were involved in learning experiences and ac-

tivities designed to “put them on the path to a brighter academic future.” Here’s a look at some of the activities and 

events from Raider Nation this fall.  

Students of the Month  Celebration 

 

“Learning is not the product of teaching. 

Learning is the product of the activity                    

of the learners.” 

John Holt 
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Parent Organization Meeting, Goodwood Library 

“”Education is a once in a life-time opportunity to 

open children’s hearts and minds to the unbelievable 

wonders of the universe.” Sir Anthony Seldon 



ALBERT , DEVIN N. 
ALLEN , JEFFERY J. 

ALVARADO , MARIAH 

ANTONIO-FRANCISCO , YULISA C. 
ARBUCKLE , MCKENZIE C. 

ARGEYO , VANDARIUS J. 
AUGUSTUS , SHANIYAH S. 

BANKS , KAMYIA J. 
BARTOLOME , CHRIS A. 

BENSON JR, MICHAEL D. 

BETHELY , JAYDIN 
BOARD , KAIDEN C. 

BOUTIN , KIMORIA 
BRANAUGH , MARQUAIL J. 

BRANAUGH , NI`KEILLEN M. 

BRANT , SAVONTAE T. 
BROOKS , FAILYNN R. 

BROWN , JAYLIN D. 
BRUMFIELD , KAMARI J. 

BULLOCK , RODERICK T. 
BURKETT , SEAN K. 

BURNS JR, ANTHONY 

CAGE , JAVIAR 
CALLOWAY , NICKOLAS T. 

CALVIN , LA`TECYAH L. 
CARR , JAYDEN J. 

CHIRSE , TALAYSIA 

COLEMAN JR, CORY J. 
DAVIS , ADRIAN A. 

DAVIS , FREDRIYANA S. 
DUNBAR , THOMAS 

DUPAS , AUTUMN A. 

EDWARDS , KALLEN 
EPHRON , SHARA M. 

ERAZO , JHASMIN J. 
ERAZO CORDOVA , ALLISON P. 

FLEMING , DEMI D. 
FOSTER JR, MARCUS D. 

FRANKLIN , JAMARI J. 

FREEHAN , JOSEPHINE 
FUNEZ-MATEO , STEPHANY A. 

FUNEZ-NOLASCO , LUIS A. 

GORDON , CHEYANNE J. 
GUEYE , FALLOU 

GUILBEAU , LOGAN A. 
HARRELL , SHAYLA 

HARVEY , ISAIAH D. 
HATTISBURG , QUA`SHONTEE D. 

HERNANDEZ , ALEXANDRA N. 

HILL , PAYTON E. 
HILLS , ERICK D. 

HOLLIDAY , KEYLAISHA 
HURST , NOAH L. 

JACK , JA`KYRON L. 

JACK , JA`LIYAH L. 
JACKSON , BRIANA P. 

JACKSON , DA`MYRIA R. 
JACKSON , LA`HAROLD 

JACKSON , RAYLON E. 
JACKSON , TREVON D. 

JACKSON-SCOTT , TYLER D. 

JOHNSON , MORNEAR M. 
JOHNSON , XALIA A. 

JOHNSON JR, THOMAS C. 
JORDAN , LECOREY T. 

JUAREZ-ARIOLA , YEIMI S. 

KIMBLE , CARLEIGHA Q. 
KIRKLIN , TROI D. 

KNIGHTEN , ALONZO E. 
LAGARDE , LANIYAH F. 

LANGFORD , JORDAN J. 

LEE , SHA`LACIA A. 
LEE , THIJS 

LEWIS , ANISA 
LOPEZ-BAUTISTA , JOSSEPH J. 

MAIDEN JR, KEDRICK L. 
MARQUEZ AMAYA , HELEN R. 

MARTIN , DESTINY A. 

MURDOCK , DARNELL J. 
NGUYEN , SI`NAYIA S. 

OCONNER , CHLOE D. 

OLINDE , JOURNEE 
ONAIWU , FAITH D. 

PATTERSON , DREYON M. 
PEREZ GARCIA , LOUCHARO B. 

PERKINS , KENDRICK 
PHAM , ELSION L. 

REYES , ALLYSSON D. 

REYES , DEBORA A. 
RICHARD JR, LAMONE D. 

RICHARDSON , JA`NAYAH 
RODRIGUEZ-CANDIA , DIANA E. 

ROYAL , SHAMYA D. 

RUFFIN JR, TRAVIS N. 
SALGADO-TRIGUEROS , KIMBERLY  

SANCHEZ , YULISA D. 
SCHAFFER , KATIEY L. 

SCOTT , PHAEDRA D. 
SELLERS , MALKEYVION E. 

SELLERS , NICKEYLON K. 

SMITH , ALAYAH M. 
SMITH , AYSHA J. 

STEVENS , RANDARIA P. 
STEWART , TYLEHA 

TAYLOR , ALLEN M. 

TEMPLE , ZOIE A. 
THOMAS , AMAYA B. 

TRIPLETT , JACOB 
VAUGHN JR, LEROY M. 

VEAL , JATYRIUS J. 

WALKER , E`MANI D. 
WALKER , TA`NYIAH T. 

WARE , KATLYN E. 
WASHINGTON , NEHEMIAH E. 

WASHINGTON , SHAUN M. 
WHITE III, FORREST E. 

WILLIAMS , GABRIEL D. 

6th Grade 
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1st Quarter Honor Roll 

Congratulations to our honor roll  students on their accomplishments during the first nine weeks of the 2019-

2020 school year. 

It is the goal of  Park Forest Middle Magnet to set high expectations for all students and provide recognition for 

academic success. Students who meet high academic achievement goals are rewarded each 9-weeks and rec-

ognized for their achievement.  



ALEXANDER , JALYNN A. 
ALSTON , JAHMYR A. 

ANDERSON-ROBINSON , KAI  

ARNOLD , LA`ASIA I. 
BACON , JAMIYA A. 

BATISTE , JASALYN R. 
BATTISTE , JA`TARIQ J. 

BETHELY JR, RICHARD A. 
BOATNER , TERRY B. 

BOCARD , JADA M. 

BOOTH , JOSEPH J. 
BRANDON III, WARREN L. 

BRYER , KIADRA L. 
CROPPER , KYLEIGH A. 

DALIET , LARIAH M. 

ERVIN , NICKOLAS A. 

FLORES , RAUL A. 
FOY , CYPRESS C. 

GRANGER , DAMON D. 

HAWKINS , MADISYN 
HOLLIDAY , ASIREA N. 

JACKSON , TALEIGH D. 
JOHNSON , SA`NAIYA N. 

JOHNSON , TA`NYA R. 
JOSEPH , CALEB J. 

LEE , D`NIYA L. 

LEWIS , JAMES A. 
MORGAN , JEVONTA M. 

NGUYEN , JOHNATHAN 
NIXON , KA`LIBRA L. 

OBY JR, CORNEIL B. 

OLINDE , JOZLYN M. 

POLLARD , MAI-LIN 
PUCKETT II, JAMES E. 

PURSLEY , COLIN D. 

ROBERTS , THERESA A. 
SADLER , ALISIA M. 

SANDERS , KEELIE E. 
SHROPSHIRE , MALAYA G. 

SPEARS , AALIYAH S. 
TATE , KAMIAH 

TAYLOR , SHANIYAH 

TOBIAS , ALONDRA A. 
VEAL , LINDA 

VICKS , VICTOR L. 
WALTER , NYKIERRA D. 

WASHINGTON , HEZEKIAH G. 

WICKER , AVERY H. 

8th Grade 
ADDISON , NIKKO M. 
ALSTON , JAELYN D. 

ANDERSON , LYNZELL D. 

BANKS , KENNEDI 
BROOKS , KALEB O. 

BROWN , SAMANTHA 
BRUMFIELD , CHRISTIAN E. 

CAMPOS MARTINEZ , ELIANA  
COMBS , ANGEL P. 

COREY , TAYLOR 

CORTES , ANGELICA 
DAVIS , ALYSHA R. 

DICKERSON , JA`MYRA D. 
ELLIOTT , MAKAYLA M. 

ELLISON , TAMEKA D. 

GOMEZ GALLARDO , DESTENI  
GRAYER , DEONCEY 

HARBOR , DA`NIYAH D. 
HAWTHORNE , ABIGAIL N. 

HERNANDEZ BUESO , JOSE 
LUIS 

HERNANDEZ PEDREROS , JUAN  

HEYWARD , LESTER L. 
HUDSON , SANEEMA M. 

JOHNSON , AYANNA D. 
LOVE , CHRISTIAN J. 

MARTINEZ ESCOBAR , GLORIA  
MARTINEZ PRADO , KEVIN O. 

MAY , JAYMEE D. 

MOORE , CA`TERRA L. 
MORGAN , JAKAYLA L. 

NGUYEN , CHRISTINE N. 
O`CONNER , TYLER D. 

PEREZ GARCIA , ANTONIO R. 

REBOLLAR , HUMBERTO 
ROBINSON , MILAN M. 

ROPER , JEREMIAH L. 
SLAUGHTER , JAMARIOUS J. 

SMITH , CALEB 
TANNER , NIYAH H. 

THOMAS , CAR`MYRA D. 

VALENTINE , KATRINA C. 
VENEGAS , VANESSA 

WEBER , DAJA J. 
WIDE , ZARION 

WILLIAMS , A`MYRI M. 
WILSON , JOSHUA D. 
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7th Grade 

1st Quarter Honor Roll 



Renewable Energy 

Students study sustainable energy 

and energy efficiency as a compo-

nent of a STEAM related education.  

The magnet program develops 

knowledge and heightens aware-

ness of the benefits of renewable 

energy for the future of Louisiana.  

Animation and               

Entertainment Technology   

Raiders in the magnet program ex-

plore print, film, and video produc-

tion while developing skills and 

proper etiquette for communication 

through online and social media 

platforms. Park Forest Middle stu-

dents also broadcast their own 

online radio station! 

The instructional focus of Park For-

est Middle Creative Sciences and 

Arts Magnet is STEAM Education.  

The STEAM concept infuses compo-

nents of Science, Technology, Engi-

neering, Art, and Mathematics 

throughout the core curriculum to 

offer students unique learning ex-

periences which will prepare them 

for high school and beyond. 

Students at Park Forest Middle 

Magnet use project-based learning 

to investigate and explore areas of 

Animation, Robotics, Coding, Enter-

tainment Technology, and Renewa-

ble Energy. Raiders develop 21st 

century critical thinking skills 

through scientific inquiry and the 

engineering design process.  

Creative Sciences and Arts 

STEAM Education 

Coding and Robotics 

Park Forest Middle Magnet students 

participate in activities utilizing the 

principles of coding design. Stu-

dents also have the opportunity to 

apply their coding knowledge to 

build and program robots.  The 

STEAM curriculum includes develop-

ing, integrating, and demonstrating 

innovative robotics and automation. 

 

 

 

“Coding is the science of making 

computers work! Whether 

developing an app for a phone, 

managing a website, or 

designing computer software - 

coding builds it.” 
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STEAM Magnet Program 

LSU Biodiesel and Pyrolysis Production Demo 

Eric Hills and Lecorey Jordan build a standard 

drive for the base of a robot. 



Nov. 25 – 29     Thanksgiving Holiday Break 

Dec. 2   Magnet Application Deadline 

Dec. 2 – 13                   Toys for Tots Drive, Beta Club  

Dec. 11,12 @ 11a.m. Band and Choir Performance, Mall of Louisiana 

Dec. 12 @ 6p.m. Sounds of Christmas – PFM CSAM Fine Arts Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 13   Mid-term Exams (1A & 5A) 

Dec. 16   Mid-term Exams (2B & 4B) 

Dec. 17   Mid-term Exams (2A & 3A); Early Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m. 

Dec. 18   Mid-term Exams (3B & 5B); Early  Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m. 

Dec. 19   Mid-term Exams (1B & 4A); Early Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m.; End of 1st Semester 

Dec. 20 – Jan. 6 Christmas/Winter Break (students) 

Jan.7    First Day of School - 2nd Semester 

Jan. 15   Honor Roll Program  9:00 a.m. 

Jan. 20   M.L. King Day Holiday, No School  
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Updates and Reminders 



Vision 
To provide each student with the essential skills and knowledge 

to become a successful citizen in a global community. 
 

Mission 
To provide an educational environment  

where students are challenged,  
excellence is expected, and diversity is valued. 

 

Motto 
“Putting students on the path to a                                         

brighter academic future.” 

Park Forest Middle  
Creative  Sciences and Arts Magnet 

 

Park Forest Middle 

Creative Sciences and Arts Magnet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Magnet Application Period  

October 7 - December 2, 2019 

Apply Now!!! 

www.ebrmagnet.org  

3760 Aletha Drive 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

70814 

 
Phone: 225-275-6650 
Fax: 225-275-3078 

 

We’re on the web!!! 

www.parkforestmiddle.com 

Stay in Touch with Raider Nation 

Like and Follow us today!!    

                                         

Raider Nation 

 

@PFM_Magnet 

 

@PFM_Magnet 


